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serted to the Persians, followed by all the Salaminian
war-chariots. From this time the history of the Ionian
revolt is little more than a chronicle of disasters. The
lonians, seeing that the cause of the Kyprians was lost,
left them to their fate ; and the island was subdued after
one year of precarious freedom. Having expelled the
lonians from Sardeis, the Persian generals marched
northwards, reducing city after city, when they were
compelled to hasten to the south by the tidings that
Karia was in rebellion. In a battle fought near Labranda
the Karians, supported by the men of Miletos, under-
went a terrible defeat ; but their spirit was not yet broken,
and, laying an ambuscade for their enemy, they succeeded,
it is said, in cutting off the whole Persian force with the
three generals in command. But they were dealing with
a sovereign who could send army after army into the
field ; and this catastrophe had no influence on the
general issue of the revolt. The disaster in Karia was
more than compensated by fresh successes on the Pro-,
pontis and the Hellespont; and the golden visions of
Aristagoras gave way before the simple desire of secur-
ing his own safety. He suggested to the allies that they
ought to be ready, in case of expulsion from Miletos, with
a place of refuge either in Myrkinos, the settlement of his
uncle Histiaios, or in the island of Sardo (Sardinia). But
his own mind was really made up before he summoned
the council; and leaving Pythagoras in command of
Miletos, he sailed to Myrkinos, of which he succeeded in
taking possession. Soon after, he attacked and besieged
a Thrakian city, but was surprised and slain with all his
forces.

The hopes of the lonians now rested wholly on their
fleet    It was decided that no attempt should   Defeat of
be made to oppose the Persian land forces,   gj^ST0
and that the Milesians should be left to defend   La<i&
their walls against the besiegers, while the ships should